Kennedy’s Funeral Recalls 
Famed One For King Edward 

WASHINGTON (AP)-It had' 


far more pomp and sashes and 
plumes and jewels and prancing 
horses and sabers flashing in the 
sun. 

But the funeral of King Edward 
VH of England more than 50 
years ago is one of the few fu- 
nerals in 20th Century history 
that can compare with John F. 
Kennedy’s Monday. 

That funeral of May 1910 
brought nine kings and- almost 
all the royal rulers of the world 
to London to pay homage to a 
dead king. 

The world has changed much 
since then, and far fewer kings 
and far less royalty assembled 
in Washington Monday, but the 
funeral of President Kennedy 
brought leaders or representa- 
tives of most of the republics of 
the world to pay homage. 

Never Again 

Barbara Tuehman, in her book, j 
“The Guns of August,” described 1 
Edward’s funeral as symbolic of 
“the sun of the old world . . . set- 
ting in a dying blaze of splendor 
never to be seen again.” i 

Miss Tuehman meant that the' 
■forces unleashed by World War 
I .brought an end to most of the 
royal dynasties of the world, 
and never again will there be 
a sight with so much royal ; 
splendor. 

The kings rode on horsebpek. 
First came King George Vgspf 
England, son of the dead ffe. 
ward. William n, the Kaiser, 
Emperor of Germany, rode on' a 
gray horse, flanking the new 
king. 

■ The other kings followed: King 
Frederick of Denmark, King 
George of the Hellenes, King 
Haakon of Norway, King Alfonso 
of Spain, King Emanuel of Portu- 
gal, King Ferdinand of Bulgaria, 
and King Albert of the Belgians.! 

5 Heirs To Thrones 
More royalty came after them. 
There were five heirs to thrones, 

40 or more princes and minor 
members of the royalty, seven 
queens, and, finally, the repre- 
sentatives of three non-royal re- 
publics: France, Switzerland and 
the United States. 


The representative of the United 
.States: was a former ‘ president, 
Theodore Roosevelt. 

'• A carriage carrying the widow, 
Queen; Alexandra, followed the 
procession of the world’s lead- 
ers. 

, s ; The procession had left the 
royal palace early in the morn- 
ing and had headed toward West- 
minster. Hall, where the body of 
Edward lay in state. Thousands) 
of Britons had filed ' past the 
bier to see the casket. 

■ .Muffled, drums rolled and bag- 
pipes wailed as the procession 
waited for British bluejackets to 
carry the coffin out of the hall 
sud placerit on . a .gun carriage. 
The. cpffipf was wrapped ‘in the 
rBktish’flif. 

The Rbyal Horse' .’'Artillery- 
pulled the .gun carriage “and the 
coffin of Edward through the 
streets of London. More 'than 60 
military aides-de-camp walked 


and rode behind and beside me 
casket. Behind them, a lonely fig- 
ure walked alone. Sir John Fisher 
a^p ersonal friend of the dead 

., T1 ? el i came Edward’s horse, 

the horse that fo1 - 
lowed President Kennedy’s body 
Monday, its empty boots and sad- 
dle reversed. Edward’s wire- 

! f all ; ed terrjer, Caesar, trotted be- 
: hind. 

The officials of England and 
'the ceremonial guards of Eng- 
land came next, archers, judges 
m wigs and robes, yeomen of 
the guard with Elizabethan col- 
and trumpeters. 

Then came the kings and then 
a glass coach with the widow of 
Edward and then all the other 
royalty of the world and then the 
three men from the three re- 
publics. 

The procession marched to Pad- i 
drngton Station. The band of the ; 
Royal Horse Guards played a 
funeral march. The body was’ 

«r a , traIn find sent to 

Windsor for burial. 



